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IMMEDIATELY PICKING THE RIGHT SCHOOL
TAKES TIME AND EFFORT
MISSOULA—
If you will be a high school senior this fall, you should be thinking 
about what you will be doing a year from now.
Do you intend to enter the job market immediately after graduation? Or 
do you want a career that requires further training, either in a vocational 
school or a college?
For some of you, there are many good reasons to opt for college, includ­
ing preparation for a career. For others, there are equally cogent reasons 
to make a different choice. If college is your destination, Maggie Doolen, 
admissions counselor at the University of Montana, has some advice for you.
It is important, she says, to start early— in September or October-- to 
gather information that will help you select the best college for your needs. 
Consult the references in your school's counseling center or library. Look up 
schools that interest you in college directories, such as the College Blue 
Book or Barron1s College Guide.
Doolen suggests that first you narrow the field to the geographic area 
you want. Then find out which schools in that area meet your particular 
requirements for financial aid, academic programs, and other considerations.
When you have pared your list to a few schools that appeal to you most, visit 
these schools if at all possible.
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The UM counselor stresses that you must check early on the financial 
aid available at the schools you are considering. More students now than 
in the past can qualify for financial aid, but in order to receive priority 
consideration, you must apply in January.
Above all, Doolen says, make your own decision on the basis of your 
research and independently of others. Don't choose a college because your 
best friend is going there.
And, she repeats, do start your planning early. The choice of a college 
will affect your future immensely, so give yourself time to make an intelligent 
deci sion.
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